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Best Practice: 1 

Heritage Walk 

Introduction 

Craig D. Lounsbrough has precisely quoted as Destiny suggests that the effect of our life is to 

exceed the length of our life. Therefore, today never ends with today. With an association of 

IQAC and Faculty of Arts, Department of History is conducting ‘Heritage Walk’ since last ten 

years. There are more than 250 heritage sites in Pune which incorporates ancient, medieval and 

modern archetypal and sculptural historical sites. This is completely free of cost activity 

dedicatedly designed to highlight the role of history in the structural development of Pune city.  

Objectives: 

These are the intended outcomes of the “Heritage Walk” which showcases underlying principals 

of the activity. 

⮚ To bridge the academic sensibilities with social responsibilities 

⮚ To encourage students’ and stake holders to preserve historical identity of the city 

⮚ To bring practical and theoretical mode of teaching history in one 

⮚  To create awareness among citizens about the key historic areas  

⮚ To provide directions and make it easier for tourists to link themselves to interesting 

places and important nodes 

⮚ To teach students’ about the role of travel guide and translator 

The Context: 

Every unique activity invites distinct contextual features of challenging issues that need to be 

addressed in designing and implementing the activity. Pune is a hub of historical monuments 

spread around all of the corners. It was difficult to locate them into one direction as per the 



periods of the history, infrastructural variations, several reigns and its own beauties. Local people 

are unaware of this treasure. Initially it was difficult to convince them about the importance of 

historical sense and its preservation. Gradually social nuisance turned into brutal social force 

with the help of the students and authorities to preserve and conserve the immortal beauty of the 

heritages. Walking alone was never fruitful without assimilation along with academic discourse 

and cooperative participation of both students’ and stakeholders. Declining interests towards 

these heritages and vanishing notions about the role of history in upbringing the city provoked 

students and faculties to run ‘Heritage Walk’. 

The Practice 

This activity has taken its concise shape in more than last ten years. Faculties of the department 

of history train students’ in first half of the year regarding several historical monuments and sites 

as far as its location, distance, travel guide, refreshment services, academic background and 

financial need is concerned. Faculty would organize at least one visit to these places ones a 

month for students and society. Later on students take initiative for such heritage walks along 

with the stake holders.  Sometime these heritage walks were organized for the people of distinct 

languages where Department of English plays important role for creating academic translators of 

English Language for narrating the history.  

There are more than 250 historical sites for Heritage Walk. These sites are streamlined with the 

help of map and Department of Geography. Local transportation and sanctions and financial 

concessions are planned with the help of Department of Political Science. Interested student 

volunteers are categorized and scheduled with the help of academic calendar drafted with help of 

IQAC.  

The historical places in Pune are a great tribute to the grandeur of the Maratha rulers and ancient 

Indians who lived here. One can learn a lot about the history and culture of ancient India by 

observing these monuments, such as the famous Aga Khan Palace, Shaniwar Wada,  Vishram 

Bag Wada, Sinhgarh, Lalmahal,  Shinde's Chatri, Pataleshwar temple, David Synagogue, Tribal 

Museum,  Mahatrma Phule Museum, Raja Dinkar Kelkar Museum, Karla Caves, Bhaja Caves, 

Katraj Snake Park, Pune Okayama Friendship Garden and so on. The abode of a visionary and 

reformer couple in Pune has no longer need any formal introduction in India. It is Mahatma 



Phule Wada. The traditional structure has been named as a state-protected heritage site in 1972 

under the Maharashtra Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1960. 

The historical revolution in education for women, which paved way for the co-ed system of 

education in the country, was born in this house. The historical place is maintained by the 

Archaeological Department of Maharashtra government. Mahatma Phule and Savitribai Phule 

are one of the visionary couples from an era that laid the foundation of present-day India. Their 

contribution began from home, when Savitribai went to school amid social backlash. The meek-

looking structure of the house where it all began is now hidden in the middle of a maze of other 

houses. It was just an introductory premiere of the beauty of Pune City.  

Evidence of Success 

Students’ and societal mentality bridged the academic sensibilities with social responsibilities. 

Students’ and stake holders were encouraged to preserve historical identity of the city. Students’ 

were taught theoretical syllabus by practical visit. Tourists’ were easily provided direction to link 

themselves to interesting places and important nodes. Students’ were understood the role of 

travel guide and translator. Heritage walks helped students and residents appreciate the Cultural 

Revolution and history of the area they live in. It gave them a sense of respect and responsibility 

towards restoration and preservation of their heritage. These places are taken for granted due to 

over familiarization and thus, get neglected. Once they participate in the heritage walk with 

appropriate explanation, a sense of respect and responsibility occurs and thus, the area gets 

restored, preserved and clean.   

Problems Encountered and Resources Required 

Initially, it was somehow difficult to tackle with the permission of Municipal Corporations; it 

was smoothly done with an exchange of words about the necessity of the activity. Local 

Community living around these monuments were unaware of the importance of an activity; 

conduction of smooth dialogues played a key role. Garbage and unwanted apparatus was a key 

issue; cleanliness drive along with Heritage Walk made things beautiful. Students’ and 

residential were full of several rumors spread all around; acute historical discourse opened their 

eyes. Foreign and outsider tourists were confused due to linguistic barriers; students and faculties 



cum translators played a key role to simplify things. Simply, Preserving the heritage is nothing 

but Promoting the future.  
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Best Practice: 2 

Rainwater Harvesting 

Introduction 

Water is a precious, essential and an abiotic component of the ecosystem. One can 

not imagine life without water. Our earth is covered with 75% of water and 25% of 

the land but water scarcity is a global issue because the large extent of water is not 

used for the domestic purpose, irrigation purpose. Other reason for scarcity of water 

is lack of water conservation and pollution of water bodies. One of the solutions for 

such problem is the rainwater harvesting. So, let us not waste a drop of water and 

start conserving water for further use. In an area of regular rainfall the perfect 

alternative to overcome the water scarcity is the collection of rainwater by rainwater 

harvesting.  

Rainwater harvesting is the simple process or technology used to conserve 

Rainwater by collecting, storing, conveying and purifying of Rainwater that runs off 

from rooftops, parks, roads, open grounds, etc. for later use. Falling rain furnishes 

clean, natural water and this is not astonishing because it is due to the distillation 

procedure. This harvesting does not include the water running from land into the 

streams, lakes, and rivers etc. It can be done in private buildings, public buildings 

and also in manufactured areas. With an association of IQAC and Department of 

Environmental Science, the college has implemented the Rainwater Harvesting 

Project. The college has installed pipes from the terrace and the Rain water falling 

on the terrace is gathered and is used for recharge the bore well. 



Objectives 

These are the purpose of installing Rainwater Harvesting Technique. 

• Meet the growing needs and demands of water in the college. 

• It decreases the run-off because it stops or blocks the drain. 

• Prevent flooding of areas during rainy season. 

• Increase the underground water level  

• Decreases the groundwater pollution. 

• Saves the water from wastage. 

• Needs of water is completed. 

• Educate students about the judiciously using the precious resource. 

The Context: 

The capturing and storing of rainwater goes back thousands of years to when we first 

started to farm the land and needed to find new ways of irrigating crops. In hotter 

climes, catching that intermittent rainfall often meant the difference between life and 

death for communities. While the need to conserve water fell away with greater 

urbanization in the last thousand years, we are once again returning to this ancient 

and vital part of greener living. 

Rainwater Harvesting is an initiative to teach the students about rainwater 

conservation and in a small way giving it back to nature. H.V.Desai college is a wide 

spread educational campus with a vast area. There are several students studying in 

the main campus, whose daily requirement has to be served. There is terrace 

gardening which require water. With the annual rainfall of around 722 mm in this 

area provides good opportunities to harvest the rainwater. Rainwater harvesting 

helps in saving water and using recycled water in college for various purposes. 



The Practices 

The rainwater harvesting system is one of the best methods practiced and followed 

in the college with the help of Department of Environmental Science to support the 

conservation of water. This technique include two ways of harvesting rainwater. 

They are mainly Surface runoff harvesting and Roof top rainwater harvesting. In 

urban area rainwater flows away as surface runoff. This runoff could be caught and 

used for recharging aquifers by adopting surface runoff harvesting method. In 

rooftop harvesting, the roof becomes the catchments, and the rainwater is collected 

from the roof of the house/building. It can either be stored in a tank or diverted to 

artificial recharge system. This method is less expensive and very effective and if 

implemented properly helps in augmenting the ground water level of the area. 

Rainwater harvesting systems consists of the following components: 

• Catchment- Used to collect and store the captured Rainwater. 

• Conveyance system – It is used to transport the harvested water from the 

catchment to the recharge zone. 

• Flush- It is used to flush out the first spell of rain. 

• Filter – Used for filtering the collected Rainwater and remove pollutants. 

• Tanks and the recharge structures: Used to store the filtered water which is 

ready to use. 

Several factors play a vital role in the amount of water harvested these are features 

of the catchments, Impact on the environment, availability of the technology, the 

capacity of the storage tanks, types of the roof, its slope and its materials, the 

frequency, quantity and the quality of the rainfall. 

 

 



Benefits of Rainwater Harvesting 

The college has experienced many benefits from this modern technique of 

conserving water. These benefits include reduction in water wastage which helps in 

decline of water demand. It Promotes both water and energy conservation. It 

Improves the quality and quantity of groundwater. Helps in reducing the water bill. 

This technology is relatively simple, easy to install and operate. It educates people 

about the efficient use of water. It is an excellent source of water for landscape 

irrigation with no chemicals and dissolved salts and free from all minerals. 
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